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Thursday, 13th 
December 

P—2 Christmas Concert 
St. Brendan’s Hall 
9.30am—10.30am 

 

 

Year 6 Retreat Day 
 

 

 

 

Friday, 14th December 
Pupil Free Day 
Planning Day 

 

 

 

Wednesday, 19th 
December 

Whole School Swimming 

Last day for students 
(3.20pm dismissal time) 

 

A reminder  

““““Our Catholic Identity Our Catholic Identity Our Catholic Identity Our Catholic Identity ----    St. Brendan’s is a Catholic School embracing our diverse community with St. Brendan’s is a Catholic School embracing our diverse community with St. Brendan’s is a Catholic School embracing our diverse community with St. Brendan’s is a Catholic School embracing our diverse community with     
faith and courage in the spirit of the Mercy tradition”.faith and courage in the spirit of the Mercy tradition”.faith and courage in the spirit of the Mercy tradition”.faith and courage in the spirit of the Mercy tradition”.    

    
~ St. Brendan’s is a Child Safe School~ St. Brendan’s is a Child Safe School~ St. Brendan’s is a Child Safe School~ St. Brendan’s is a Child Safe School————We promote the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children ~ We promote the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children ~ We promote the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children ~ We promote the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children ~     

 

    ‘‘‘‘Come, Lord Jesus’ 

 

THE THIRD WEEK OF  
ADVENT 

    

~ A season of Joy ~ 



 

 

Dear St. Brendan’s School Community, 
 
Our end of the year Mass was a beautiful celebration of our school year, with our theme—Give thanks with a grateful 
heart. 
 
The Mass was beautifully organized by Patricia Chalkley, our Catholic Identity Leader and our staff.  Thanks to Chris 
Quinn and Ange Collins for leading the wonderful singing.  Thanks to Father Nathan for celebrating our Mass with us. 
 
I would like to thank the Year 6 Graduating Classes for 2018.  These children have been a pleasure to have and have 
shown true Leadership qualities.  During the year, they have helped out in many ways, especially looking after their 
Prep buddies.  We wish them every success in the future and we will miss them.  They will always hold a place in our 
hearts. 
 
To our parents, thank you so much for your support and help this year.  A special thanks to our parents who have a 
youngest child finishing Year 6.  We thank you for your support and for trusting us with your child. 
 
To our teachers, thanks for your dedication and hard work for the year.   
 
A special thank you and goodbye to Mrs Debbie Chasemore, her husband Heath and family.  Debbie has worked at 
our school for 7 years and also attended St. Brendan’s.  Her Mother, Ellie was a former teacher at St. Brendan’s.  
Heath, her husband was a School Board member and all their children attended our School. 
 
Debbie has been a fantastic teacher and staff member and has modelled her faith.  She has been passionate about  
St. Brendan’s and has always put her hand up to do extra activities.  We wish Debbie, Heath and family all the best in 
Geelong. 
 
Goodbye and thanks to Lisa Cain.  Lisa has worked in Year 5/6 over the last two years.  She has been a wonderful 
teacher and staff member.  We will miss her and wish her well in Geelong.  Geelong has gained two lovely teachers. 
 
Good luck to Chelsea Renato and her husband Andrew who will be working in London for a year.  We will welcome 
them back in 2020. 
 
To my wonderful Leadership team; to Sally Mills Deputy Principal, for her support, work ethic and friendship.  I am very 
grateful.  To Patricia Chalkley Catholic Identity Leader, for her work in Catholic Identity and her support of colleagues, 
my sincere thanks.  To John Howley, for his great work in making sure our school is well maintained and resourced, 
my sincere thanks. 
 
To our Learning and Teaching Leaders, Jo Baldacchino, John Howley and Chris Quinn.  Thank you for all your 
planning and organization for your Unit and I’m so very grateful. 
 
To Father Joe Taylor, our staff thank you for your support and great interest in our School. 
 
To Christian Willmott, our School Board Chair and School Board, many thanks for your dedication and support.  
Thanks to Jacinta Burke for her work on our School Board over the last few years.  We wish you, Chris and family all 
the best at Torquay. 
 
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 



 

 

 
Thanks to Bree Findlay, P&F President and Sue Lakkaraju, Treasurer for a wonderful year in organizing many events 
and all parents who were involved.   
 
Last Friday morning at Assembly, the P&F generously handed a cheque over to our School for $25,000.  This money 
will be used for ICT and for buses for the Years 3/4 camp.  We are very grateful and would like to express our sincere 
thanks. 
 
 
Prep—Year 2 Concert 
Tomorrow we will be having our Prep—Year 2 Christmas Concert in the Hall.  It will begin at 9.30am and finish about 
10.30am. 
 
We thank Ruby Shannon for all her work in teaching the students the songs and the Junior Years Teachers for their 
support and helping with rehearsals. 
 
 
Year 6 Retreat Day 
Tomorrow we have our Year 6 Retreat Day at the Shepparton Football Clubrooms.  Teachers will walk the students 
over after 9am and they will be back before the end of the day.  This day is always a special day which is thoroughly 
enjoyed by students and teachers. 
 
 
 

May this Christmas fill your hearts with warmth, peace and joy. 
Have a holy and blessed Christmas. 

May you have a safe and happy holiday. 
 
 
 
 
Kind regards, 

 
 
 
 

 
Mrs Paula Stevenson 
Principal 



 

 

Altar Servers  
See below this weekend’s Altar Servers.  Please swap with someone if 
you are unable to serve when you are rostered on. 
 
Saturday 15th December 
6pm: Isabella Henry 
 
Sunday 9th December 
8am: Ken Eludo 
11am: San Soakimi and Moliana Soakimi 
 
 
Patricia Chalkley—Catholic Identity Leader 

 

Advent 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 
This Sunday we celebrate the 3rd week of Advent. During Advent, we prepare for the 
coming of Jesus at Christmas. As we wait, with great expectation, we reflect on our lives 
& get ready for the coming of Jesus into our hearts at Christmas. 
 
During Advent all classes have an Advent wreath on their prayer tables. May this wreath 
be a sign to us of Jesus’ light & peace coming into the darkness of our world. We ask God 
to be with us as we wait in hope for Jesus.   
 
In the 3rd Week of Advent we hear in the gospel that: 
The coming of Jesus is proclaimed.   
 
May we always be ready to welcome him into our lives.  Jesus is constantly talking to us through people in our lives 
each day, but unless we are ‘switched on’ we will miss His message. 

With Thanks 
 
Dear Parents, students and St. Brendan’s School Community, 
 
Many thanks for your expressions of sympathy conveyed to me 
in so many ways, with the recent loss of my dear father. 
 
I deeply appreciate your thoughtfulness and thank you most 
sincerely. 
 
 
 
Mrs Sally Mills 
 



 

 



 

 

Congratulations to the following students who won  
the MJR Award last week: 

 
 

Logan Sessions—Junior Years 

Daisy Diffey—Junior Years 

Xavier Fleming—Senior Years 

 



 

 



 

 

 

9.30am—10.30am 



 

 

 
 
 

 

This year children and families are invited to donate a gold coin donation to our  
Christmas Giving Tree. 
 

This is a voluntary gesture and all money raised will go towards buying a gift to be  
donated to St Vincent De Paul to help children in our local community to have a 
happy and joyful Christmas.  Or if you prefer, you can purchase a small gift (preferably 
for a child between 10-12 years of age).   
 

All gifts to be wrapped and labelled BOY/GIRL with an appropriate age clearly stated.      
Thank you for your continued support and generosity to our mission of Justice for 
All.  “It is in the giving that we receive”. 

Please give that we may share 

the gi� of Christmas ….. 

It is in the 
giving that 
we receive... 

Presents will be 
donated to  
St. Vincent 
De Paul 



 

 

ST. BRENDAN’S PARISH  

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS EVE 

PERFORMANCE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School aged children are invited to participate in a St. Brendan’s Christmas 
Performance, appearing before the Christmas Eve Mass in the Mercy Stadium 
from 7pm on Monday, 24th December 2018.  
 
Rehearsals will be held in the Starkie Hall, Notre Dame College, Knight Street 
Shepparton, from 3:45pm-4:45pm each Tuesday during December.  
 

Rehearsal Dates 
 

Tuesday, 18th December 
 
 
Students can bring their own snack to eat before rehearsals start, and 
parents are welcome to either leave or stay with their child.  
 
The choir is being co-ordinated by Ange Collins and Jason Giuliani.  
 
For queries and to register participation, contact  Ange on 0407 484 210 or 
acollins@sbshepparton.catholic.edu.au 



 

 

Attention all Altar Servers 
Altar Servers needed for Christmas Masses 

 

The Parish needs at least 2 Altar Servers for the 8am and 11am Christmas Masses: 
 
• 8am Mass—Christmas Day 
• 11am Mass—Christmas Day 
 
 
Please complete the tear off slip below and indicate at which Mass you can serve. 
 
 

 
————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
 

Name:  __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Christmas Mass at which you can serve: ________________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent Signature:  __________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Whole School Swimming Day 
Wednesday 19th December, 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All students will be attending a ‘Fun day’ at the Pool on the last day of Term,  
Wednesday 19th December; students’ last day for 2018. 

This is an out of uniform day—Children must wear a rash top 
 

 
Please see below details of the day: 
 
Departures and Return times: 
Years 5/6: 9.15am—Return 2.15pm 
Years 3/4: 9.35am—Return 1.45pm 
Years P-2: 9.50am—Return 1pm 
 
 
Students are to bring the following things: 
• School Bags 
• hats 
• morning tea, and lunch. 
 
 
Details: 
• Students wear their bathers to school. There is no need to use the change rooms apart from 

the toilets. Children must wear sneakers/shoes to school and change into thongs to go to the 
pool.  

• Children must have a rash top  
• There will be no lunch orders—no money is to be taken to the pool 
• Students who are not attending the pool will have to stay at home. There is no supervision for 

students left at school 
• Pool staff will be on life-saver duty. 
• The school will provide an icy pole on our return to school 



 

 



 

 

The Uniform shop will be open on  
 

Orientation Day 
 

 
The Uniform Shop will be open Today 

Wednesday, 12th December from 3.10—3.40pm 
 

 

RETURN OF SCHOOL READING BOOKS 
 

A reminder to all parents to please organise the return of student Library 

books and classroom readers by this Friday, 7th December. 

 

The teachers would appreciate your help returning these books before the 

end of term. 

 

Reader covers will be collected by your child’s classroom teacher and 

passed on to their 2019 classroom teacher for safe keeping until next year. 
 



 

 

The MacKillop Art Exhibition was launched at Sacred Heart Cathedral Bendigo on Friday, 16th November at 
6pm.  The annual exhibition showcases student artworks from across the Sandhurst Diocese and features 
paintings, photographs, drawings, sculpture and ceramics. 
 

Major awards are announced at the exhibition each year, the MacKillop Art Prize for the best overall senior 
artwork, the Spiritual Art Award for Secondary and Primary students and the Primary Art Award for the 
best primary entry. 
 
St Brendan’s Artworks were from artists Maxine Clerigo, Bianca Kezerle, Alex Harvey and winner of the 
Primary Art award being Highly Commended was Marisa Mann.  
 
Congratulations Marisa on receiving a Highly commended award.   
Marisa received a voucher at ArtHouse in BENDIGO and a certificate. 

By Marisa Mann 

By Alex Harvey 

By Bianca Kezerle By Maxine Clerigo 



 

 

Congratulations to Mia Conte and Claudia Rullo who were the winners of the Damian Drum MP,  
Federal Member for Murray, Christmas Drawing Competition. 
 
Mia and Claudia received a packet of Christmas cards with their design on them and a packet of 
quality Artist pencils. 
 
Pictured below are Mia and Claudia with their prizes.  Well done girls. 



 

 

DATE Event 

Thursday, 13th December 

P—2 Christmas Concert (St. Brendan’s Hall) 
9.30am to 10.30am 

 
Year 6 Retreat Day 

Friday, 14th December Planning Day—Pupil Free Day 

Wednesday, 19th December 
Whole School Swimming 

~ Last day for students ~ 
(Normal dismissal time of 3.20pm) 

Thursday, 20th December Staff in attendance at School 

Friday, 21st December Staff in attendance at School 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS—2018 



 

 



 

 

ST. BRENDAN’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Wishes to thank the following  

businesses for their ongoing support. 

 

Please contact the School office on  
 

0358 211 926 if you would like to  
 

advertise your business on this page. 

Do you shop at Rebel Sport? 
 
 

You could be helping support St Brendan’s Netball Club or  
The Saints Soccer Club!!   

 
It couldn't be easier - when you are next at the checkout, ask the operator 

to confirm that you have your chosen club nominated. 
 

 Your purchase will count towards a rewards program to help your club 
purchase new equipment!! 


