
 

 

Website:  www.sbshepparton.catholic.edu.au 

St Brendan’s School App available from the App Store 

Term 4, Week 10 Wednesday,  13th December 2017 

 
 
 

Thursday, 14th 
December 

Year 6 Retreat Day 
 
 

Friday, 15th December 
Staff Planning Day 
(Pupil Free Day) 

 
 

CANTEEN CLOSURE 
The last day for 

Canteen orders will be 
Tuesday, 19th 
December. 

(See inside for our new 
2018 Healthy Choice 

Menu) 
 
 

Last day of School 
Thursday, 21st 
December 

(Normal School finish 
time of 3.20pm) 

 
 

““““Our Catholic Identity Our Catholic Identity Our Catholic Identity Our Catholic Identity ----    St. Brendan’s is a Catholic School embracing our diverse     St. Brendan’s is a Catholic School embracing our diverse     St. Brendan’s is a Catholic School embracing our diverse     St. Brendan’s is a Catholic School embracing our diverse     
community with faith and courage in the spirit of the Mercy tradition”.community with faith and courage in the spirit of the Mercy tradition”.community with faith and courage in the spirit of the Mercy tradition”.community with faith and courage in the spirit of the Mercy tradition”.    

 

THE THIRD WEEK OF  
ADVENT 

    

~ A season of Joy ~ 



 

 

Dear St. Brendan’s School Community, 
 

This year has gone so quickly, and we are grateful for such a wonderful year with our students and 
parents.  On Tuesday, we had an exciting day with our Orientation Day.  Our Year 6 students were 
excited and nervous about attending their secondary schools but came back very happy.  We had our 
new Preps in for their third visit and they have settled in very well.  It is lovely to see their beautiful faces 
so eager to begin their school life.  We had also twenty-five new children coming in to all different classes 
and we welcome them and their families to our school. 
 

Mass 
Our End of Year Mass was a beautiful celebration of our year.  I would like to thank Father Joe Taylor for 
all his support and guidance.  Father Joe presented Marie Thorp with a plaque form Sandhurst Diocese 
in recognition for her 30 years of service to Catholic Education and 21 years of continual service to  
St. Brendan’s Primary School.  We also farewelled our Year 6 students and presented them with 
certificates.  It was lovely to see so many parents attend our End of Year Mass. 
 

Retreat Day 
Our Year 6 students are looking forward to their Retreat Day on Thursday.  It is a special time to be 
together with their teachers and to reflect on their Primary School days.  It is also a time to look forward to 
their secondary school life and their hopes and dreams.  We wish them all the best for the future. 
 

Swimming Day 
Students’ last day will be Thursday, 21st December and they will have a fun day at Aquamoves.  This is 
always a great time for students and their teachers to be together. 
 

Wishing Tree 
Thank you to parents and students who have donated gifts for our Christmas Tree.  As per our previous 
newsletter, I thanked and said goodbye to all in our school community.  I would like to finish this last 
newsletter for 2017 with a Christmas message. 
 

In the words of Catherine McAuley, foundress of the Mercy Sisters:In the words of Catherine McAuley, foundress of the Mercy Sisters:In the words of Catherine McAuley, foundress of the Mercy Sisters:In the words of Catherine McAuley, foundress of the Mercy Sisters:    
 

May God preserve and bless you 
and grant you all the graces  

and precious gifts reserved for this holy season. 
~ Catherine McAuley 1837 ~ 

 
 
To all our School community:To all our School community:To all our School community:To all our School community:    
 

May peace, joy, hope and happiness 
be yours during this holiday Season, 

and throughout the New Year. 
 

 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paula Stevenson (Principal) 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 



 

 

PARISH NEWS 

Altar Servers RosterAltar Servers RosterAltar Servers RosterAltar Servers Roster    
Saturday, 16th December: 

Martha Chasemore and Mia Scott. 

 
Sunday, 17th December: 

8am:  Agnel Tobi and Isabella Henry. 

11am:  Alexander Randall, Cleo Randall, 

Lomaine Manu and San/Moliana Soakimi. 

Altar servers for Christmas ceremonies 
 
The following children have been rostered on to serve at the Christmas ceremonies. 
 

Christmas Eve, Stadium Mass – 24
th
 December at 6.30pm 

Nathan Hayes 
Ella Bathman 
Zac Bathman 
Chiara Villani 
 

Midnight Mass 
Alexander Randall  
Ken Eludo 
Isabella Henry 
 

8am Christmas Morning 

Graeme Quinlan 
 

11am Christmas Morning 

Ah Fook and Molianna Soakimi 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENTTHIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENTTHIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENTTHIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT    
 

This Sunday we celebrate the 3rd week of Advent. During Advent, we prepare for the coming of Jesus at 
Christmas. As we wait, with great expectation, we reflect on our lives & get ready for the coming of Jesus 
into our hearts at Christmas. 
During Advent all classes have an Advent wreath on their prayer tables. May this wreath be a sign to us 
of Jesus’ light & peace coming into the darkness of our world. We ask God to be with us as we wait in 
hope for Jesus.   
In the 3rd Week of Advent we hear in the gospel that; 
 

‘the coming of Jesus is proclaimed’ 
 

May we always be ready to welcome him into our lives.  Jesus is constantly talking to us through people 
in our lives each day, but unless we are ‘switched on’ we will miss His message. 

 

 

 
 

The Canteen will close on  

Tuesday, 19th December.   

 

Lunch orders after this date  

will not be available. 

 

Take a LOOK at OUR NEW, EXCITING  

HEALTHY CHOICE MENU on  

page 11 of this newsletter. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi Everyone, 
 

The School Board has been working on a number of projects and initiatives with Paula and the 
Leadership Team over the past 12 months with the focus on the following key areas which align with the 
vision of St Brendan’s.  Our key areas are: 
 

·       Providing facilities and resources that meet current and future needs 

·       Engaging our children, parents and teachers in the school community and embracing the cultures  
 and nationalities which make our community   
·       Promoting and attracting new students and parents to our school 
  

This year has seen the continued development of the school’s facilities, including the new science and 
technology room with further equipment purchased.  Shortly we hope to commence the redevelopment of 
the basketball court and surrounding area near the Savio wing, with a rubber-synthetic grass surface.  
This will be a significant area, providing greater opportunities for outdoor activities.  In addition to this 
area, we are investing in further safety precautions in the playground with a rubber base to be laid in drop 
zones. We hope to have these projects completed ready for school returning in Late January 2018.  
There are also upgrades in current amenities and security underway, this includes the installation of 
CCTV camera’s around the school.  On top of all of this, is the continued maintenance of the school to 
keep it at the high level we currently enjoy. 
  

St Brendan’s is zoned in a non-growth area of Shepparton, therefore it is important that we continue to 
promote the great facilities we have at our school and attract new families in the area.  This year we 
focused on the website and recently launched the new look site.  Further enhancements will be made to 
the site to look at new ways of showcasing the school including a virtual tour. 
  

The investments made around our school are well supported by the great work of the Parents and 
Friends fundraising.  We really appreciate the efforts put in by the committee and supporters.  It really 
makes a difference.  The P&F will be setting a calendar of events for 2018 and calling on parents to be 
coordinators of events to help share the workload.  To support the P&F, the Board have committed to 
lend support where ever possible. 
  

In 2018 we will be looking at further opportunities where the school can develop.  Paula and the 
Leadership Team will continue to focus on enhancing the learning experience for our children through 
expanding teachers development and new initiative programs across the core areas of the curriculum.  
The school will be introducing a focus on health and wellbeing and reviewing the arts and performing arts 
areas of the school.  We are calling on parents who are interested in supporting the schools ongoing 
development to consider being a member of the board.  We have 8 x 2 hour meetings a year.  If you are 
interested in understanding what is involved in being on the board or would like to join, please contact 
Paula or myself and we would be happy to discuss further. 
  

Many thanks to Mark de Paola for his time on the School Board.  Mark has had many great ideas and 
worked on the subcommittee with Phil Priestly in getting our Science room up and going.  Thanks Mark 
for your time and dedication. 
 

On behalf of the Board, we thank everyone for your support of our school and look forward to seeing you 
all back in 2018. 
  

Yours Faithfully,  
 

Christian Willmott—Board Chair. 
0437 317 190 



 

 

 
 
 

 

This year children and families are invited to donate a gold coin donation to our  
Christmas Giving Tree. 
 

This is a voluntary gesture and all money raised will go towards buying a gift to be  
donated to St Vincent De Paul to help children in our local community to have a 
happy and joyful Christmas.  Or if you prefer, you can purchase a small gift (preferably 
for a child between 10-12 years of age).   
 

All gifts to be wrapped and labelled BOY/GIRL with an appropriate age clearly stated.      
Thank you for your continued support and generosity to our mission of Justice for 
All.  “It is in the giving that we receive”. 

Please give that we may share 

the gi� of Christmas ….. 

It is in the 
giving that 
we receive... 

Presents will be 
donated to  
St. Vincent 
De Paul 



 

 

    

    

INVITATION TO ALL PARENTS AND FRIENDSINVITATION TO ALL PARENTS AND FRIENDSINVITATION TO ALL PARENTS AND FRIENDSINVITATION TO ALL PARENTS AND FRIENDS 
  

Next Wednesday, 20th December the students in the 3/4  Middle Years unit will be having 
an Advent Paraliturgy to celebrate the 4th week of Advent.   
During Religious Education, the students have been focusing on their final topic of the year  

‘Christmas the Message of Joy and Peace’. 
In this unit of work, each week the students have been focusing on each week of Advent in 
their classrooms.  Next week the 3/4 unit would like to invite all parents and friends to 
come along and help us complete the unit of work with a final Advent Paraliturgy, focusing 
on ‘Peace’.  
  
The Paraliturgy will be held in our school hall at 9:30am on Wednesday,20th December.   
We hope you can come along and join us in this celebration as we draw closer to Christmas. 



 

 

The Uniform shop will be open on  
 

Tuesday, 12th December  
 

for Transition Day  
 

from 8.30am-9.30am 
 

This is the last day for 2017! 
The uniform shop will open again  
on Friday, 2nd February 2018 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER—EMAILING 
 
Today’s Newsletter is the last for this year.   
 
If you are an exiting family and/or no longer wish to have the 
School Newsletter emailed to you, please reply STOP to our 
email and we can delete you from our list. 
 

Please remember to keep your contact details up to date.  
You can notify the school by either emailing or phoning, 

 or by using the ‘change of details notification’ on our School App.   
If you need assistance,  

please do not hesitate to call the office on 5821 1926 



 

 

Date Event 

Thursday, 14th December Year 6—RETREAT DAY 

Friday, 15th December Staff Planning Day 
(PUPIL FREE DAY) 

Thursday, 21st December 
Whole School Swimming Day 
Last day of Term for Students 
(Normal finish time of 3.20pm) 

Friday, 22nd December Last day of Term 4 for Teachers 

Tuesday 30th January 2018 First Day of School 2018 

Tuesday, 19th December LAST DAY FOR CANTEEN ORDERS 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Well done to Gemma Boyd who represented the Shepparton Cricket Association 
on Sunday at Wangaratta against Wangaratta Cricket Association  
 
Scores were; Shepparton Cricket Association 8/94 (Gemma Boyd 14 ret,  
Ebony Sleeth 9, Alyse O’Connell 9) defeated Wangaratta Cricket Association 
4/73 (Alyssa Lindre 1/3, Alyse O’Connell 1/1). 



 

 



 

 

ST. BRENDAN’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Wishes to thank the following  

businesses for their ongoing support. 

Please contact the School office on 0358 211 926  
if you would like to advertise your business on this page. 


