
 

 

Website:  www.sbshepparton.catholic.edu.au 
St Brendan’s School App available from the App Store 

Term 1 Week 2 Thursday,  8th February 2018 

 

Tuesday, 13th Feb 
Shrove Tuesday 

Pancake Day 

 

Wednesday, 14th Feb 
Ash Wednesday 

Mass—9.15am 

 

Queens Baton Relay Visit 
At St. Brendan’s from 
2.21—2.26 (Baton 

Handover)  
 

Monday, 19th February 
Staff PD (Student Free Day) 

 

Friday, 23rd February 
Opening School Mass 

9.30am 

 

Friday, 1st March 

Welcome Night 
 

Wednesday 7th & 
Thursday 8th March 

Parent Teacher Interviews 
 

Monday, 12th March 

Labour  Day Holiday 

 

Wednesday, 14th March 

School Photo’s 
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Dear St. Brendan’s School Community, 
 

Welcome back to all our students and parents.  A warm welcome to all our Preps and new students and 
families to St .Brendan’s.  We have had a large number of new students coming to our school in  
Years 1-6. 
 

Students have settled very well into routine.  Our Preps are enjoying school and especially having time 
with their Year 6 buddies.  Preps are having Wednesdays off for a rest day and will begin full weeks on 
Monday, 5th March. 
 

 

National Apology Day 

Next Tuesday, 13th February is National Apology Day.  This day is the 10th Anniversary of the then 
Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd delivered the National Apology to Australia’s Indigenous Peoples, especially 
the Stolen Generation. 
On this day, we will be having Senior Student Representatives at the Queen’s Garden for the Apology 
Day Breakfast.  At school, we will meet in the courtyard with prayer and a reflection.  This will be at 9am 
and parents are most welcome to attend. 
 

 

Shrove Tuesday 

Tuesday, 13th February is Shrove Tuesday and we cook pancakes for our students.  Many thanks to 
parents who have brought bottles of pancake mix, butter and honey to school.  Parents are most 
welcome to come along and help cook the pancakes and also meet other parents.  Please bring along an 
egg flip if you are able to help out.  Pancakes are cooked between 9-11am.  We would love to see you.   
If you can attend, can you let our office staff know.  Students donate a gold coin which goes to Caritas 
which supports poorer countries around the world. 
 

 

Ash Wednesday 

On Wednesday, 14th February, Year 3-6 students will be attending the Parish Mass at 9.15am for Ash 
Wednesday (the beginning of Lent).  Our Year 1 and 2 students  will be having a Paraliturgy for Ash 
Wednesday at 12noon.  Parents are most welcome to attend the Mass and Paraliturgy. 
 

 

Queen’s Baton Relay—Commonwealth Games 

On Wednesday, 14th February, the Queen’s Baton Relay will be coming along Knight Street and the 
baton will have a changeover to new Baton Bearers in front of the flagpoles in Knight Street.  Knight 
Street will be closed off during this time which will allow students from our school and Notre Dame 
College to line the street.  The time is 2.21-2.26pm.  We ask parents not to come to school at this time as 
the street will be closed off and as we have many students to cater for, parents will need to watch it from 
another area.  The students will be learning about the Commonwealth Games and what the Baton Relay 
means. 
It is very exciting for our children. 
 

 

School Closure 

Last year, in our newsletter we discussed our school being involved in Inquiry Mindset with well 
renowned Professor of Education at the University of Auckland, Helen Timperley.  
Our Leadership Team attends two Professional Developments Day a term.  After discussion with staff, 
analysing our data, our school’s project will be in the literacy area—improving our comprehension. 
We will be using two of our Professional Development Days to work with staff from the Catholic 
Education Office to improve our reading and comprehension. 
Our first Professional Development Day for all staff is Monday, 19th February (Pupil Free Day) and 
second Term will be on Monday, 16th April (first Monday after Term 1 holidays).   
Thanks for your understanding. 
 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 



 

 

Acknowledgement 
We acknowledge and pay respect to the Yorta Yorta 

Nation as the original ongoing custodians of the land we 
meet on.  We commit ourselves to actively work alongside 

Aboriginal people for reconciliation and justice. 

Dates—Up coming 

Our Welcome Night will be held on Thursday, 1st March.  Classrooms will be open from 5-6pm.  This will 
give you a chance to meet your child’s teacher and also to walk through our school to see Specialist  
areas etc.  More details to follow. 
 

Reminder 
As previously mentioned on our School App, we need parents to either ring or notify us via the App if their 
child is sick or absent.  It is a regulation that we contact parents for any unexplained absences.  We have 
appreciated parents ringing, emailing or advising us via the App to let us know.   
 

Late Attendances 

Just a reminder, if your child is late to school due to an appointment etc, please come through the front 
office to sign them in before taking them to class. 
 

Thanks for ensuring children are in correct uniform and organised for the day. 
 

Have a great week. 
 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paula Stevenson (Principal) 



 

 

PARISH NEWS 

Altar Servers RosterAltar Servers RosterAltar Servers RosterAltar Servers Roster    
The altar servers roster is being updated.  
Please return your notes if you wish to be an altar 
server this year. 
 

If you are attending Mass on the weekend could 
you please check to see if you are needed to serve. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are welcoming our new preps and the other new students who have joined other classes 
throughout our school. We are working towards all students in our school feeling welcomed and    
included. Some words of welcome we can use are: 
 

Hello, what’s your name? 

Would you like to play? 

Come and join in! 

Would you like to work with me? 
 



 

 

The season of Lent will begin next Wednesday, 14th February with Ash Wednesday. Lent also marks the  
beginning of the annual Caritas Project Compassion appeal.  
 

This year the theme of Project Compassion is “For a Just Future”.  
 
Caritas is asking people across Australia to help us raise money and offer hope to the millions of families who fight for 
justice, peace and survival every day.  I will provide some more information and details about Project Compassion in 
the coming weeks. 
 
Shrove Tuesday ~ Pancake Day 
As a school we will begin our fundraising efforts for Caritas ~ Project Compassion Appeal with our annual Pancake 
Day. Children will all receive a delicious pancake for morning tea on this day.  We ask if children could bring a  
Gold coin donation to support Project Compassion. If parents are able to help with the cooking of the pancakes this 
would be greatly appreciated, please see flyer in this newsletter for details. 
 
Why Pancakes??? 
Shrove Tuesday is the last day before Lent. In earlier times there were many foods that Christians would not eat    
during Lent such as meat, fish, eggs, and milky foods. So that no food was wasted, families would have a feast on  
Shrove Tuesday, and eat up all the foods that wouldn't last the forty days of Lent without going off. Pancakes became 
associated with Shrove Tuesday because they were a dish that could use up perishable foods such as eggs, fats and 
milk, with just the addition of flour. 
 
Ash Wednesday 
To begin the season of Lent, the students from Year 3-6 will be participating in morning Mass on Ash Wednesday 
(14th February) at St. Brendan’s Church.  Mass is at 9.15am and parents and families are welcome to join us.  
The students and staff will receive the ashes, which are a sign that we are starting our journey through Lent towards  
Easter. 
 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Season of Lent. It is a season of penance, reflection, and fasting,       
preparing us for Christ's Resurrection on Easter Sunday. Ash Wednesday draws on the ancient Biblical traditions of 
covering one's head with ashes, wearing sackcloth, and fasting. The use of ashes, made by burning palm branches 
from the previous Palm Sunday, is very symbolic. Churches hold special services at which worshippers are marked 
on the forehead with a cross of ashes as a symbol of penance made sacramental by the blessing of the Church, and 
they help us develop a spirit of humility and sacrifice. 

JUNIOR YEARS ASH WEDNESDAY PARALITURGYJUNIOR YEARS ASH WEDNESDAY PARALITURGYJUNIOR YEARS ASH WEDNESDAY PARALITURGYJUNIOR YEARS ASH WEDNESDAY PARALITURGY    
 

The Year 1 and Year 2 students will participate in a Paraliturgy at Midday  
in the court yard, (weather permitting) on Wednesday, 14th February to 
celebrate Ash Wednesday.  
  
The children will be marked with an ash cross on their foreheads reminding us 
to follow the Good News. 
 



 

 

 
Our Students and Staff are thrilled 
with our new surface on our courts.  
 
There is now opportunity for students 
to play Basketball, Netball on a 
separate court, Hopscotch, Chess and 
Down ball. 

 
Many thanks to our Project team of  
Phil Priestly (School Board Member),  
Heath Chasemore (Parent Representative), 
John Howley, Chris Grant, Angela Shaw and 
Rosy Finn (Staff Representatives).   
 
We met regularly to look at designs and 
quotes, and we are extremely pleased with 
the finished product.  You are welcome to 
have a look at our lovely courts. 



 

 

 

IMPORTANT MEDICAL INFORMATION 



 

 

Sports equipment 
 

We have plenty of sports equipment here at 
school; balls, bats etc.   We ask that children not 
bring their own Sporting equipment to school. 
 

Thank you. 

HAND, FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE  
 

We have had a confirmed case of Hand, Foot and Mouth at our school. 
 

Important Information: 
 

Hand, foot and Mouth disease starts with blisters that begin as small 
red dots which later become ulcers. 
 

• Blisters appear inside the cheeks, gums and on the sides of the 
tongue, as well as on the palms of the hands and soles of the 
feet.  In infants, blisters can sometimes be seen in the nappy 
area.  Blisters usually last for 7 to 10 days. 

• Children can sometimes have a low fever, irritability, sore throat, 
tiredness, feel off colour and may be off their food for a day or 
two.  It can be spready by person to person contact.  Good hy-
giene is the best protection. 

• We have hand sanitisers in each room.  

• Please report to school if your child develops this. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Parent/Teacher/Student interviews  
are scheduled for: 

 

Wednesday, 7th March from 4-9pm 

Thursday, 8th March from 4-6.30pm 

 

More information will follow in the coming 
weeks. 

Attention Families 
 

There are changes to the Attendance  
Guidelines.   
Schools must advise parents/guardians of  
unexplained absences, on the same day, as 
soon as practical.   
These Attendance/Notification changes will 
help ensure the safety of school aged 
children during school hours. 
We ask if you child is absent, please either  
notify via the School App (eForms) or ring 
the school ph. 58211926. 
If we are not notified, we are required to 
ring the parent.  Thank you for your 
understanding in this matter. 
Regards, Paula Stevenson (Principal) 

HELPERS NEEDED FOR PANCAKE DAY 
 
If you are able to volunteer on the day, Tuesday 13th February, 
could you please contact the school office on 58211926 by  
Monday, 12th February.  If you are able to help, please bring with 
you an egg flip, apron or just yourself.   
 
It’s an easy morning and a great start to the year.  All new 
families and existing families are welcome to attend. 
 
 



 

 

BELL TIMES 
 

8.55 First Bell (music) 
9.00 Second Bell 
11.00 Lunch (eating time) 
11.10 Lunch (second bell) 
11.45 End of lunch (first bell/music) 
11.50 End of lunch (second bell) 
1.50 Recess 
1.55 Second start of recess bell  
2.15 End of recess (first bell/music) 
2.20 End of recess (second bell) 
3.20 Dismissal 
 

SCHOOL HATS 
 

School Hats are compulsory in 
Term 1 & Term 4.  
Children not wearing a school 
hat will be asked to play in the  
Courtyard under the Shade 
Sails. 

2018 SCHOOL FEES 

 

Annual School Fees will be sent home in the coming weeks.  Payments may be 
made in cash, by cheque, Card, EFT or Direct Debit.  (Direct Debit forms are 
available at the office and Centrepay forms are available from either the office or 
through Centrepay directly). 
 

Direct Debit 
Fortnightly Direct Debits commence this Friday,  
9th February for 22 payments.  Please contact the office if you wish to commence a 
fortnightly direct debit payment. 
 

Centrepay 

An amount can be deducted directly from your  
Centrelink payments for your school fees.  Forms are available from the school office.   
 

For further information contact 136 150 or 
online at: humanservices.gov.au/onlineservices  

Sports Days 
Sports Uniform 

 
This year, students will be wearing  

their sports uniform on the following 
days: 

 
Juniors (Years P,1&2)  
Tuesday and Wednesday 

 
Middle and Senior (Years 3,4,5 & 6   

Wednesday and Thursday’s 
 

School Bank Account details  
for payments 

 

Please use Surname or Account number as a reference. 
 

BSB:   083-543 

Account Number: 457828668 

Bank:   NAB 

Branch:  Bendigo 

Account Name: St. Brendan’s Primary School 



 

 

The Uniform shop will be open  
Every Friday during the School Term 

from 8.45—9.15am 
 

For your convenience, the Uniform 
Shop now stocks brand new Green 

and White Socks. 
 

For queries, please contact  
Lisa on 0447 635 480 

 
 
 
 

St. Brendan’s P&F  
Second Hand Uniform Shop 

Volunteer Needed 
  

We are looking for a parent helper to  
assist Lisa in running our 2nd hand uniform shop.  

Just ½ hour per week, 
Fridays 8.45am until 9.15am. 

If you would like to help out, please email  
Bree Findlay - breefindlay@gmail.com 



 

 

St. Brendan’s St. Brendan’s St. Brendan’s St. Brendan’s     
Primary SchoolPrimary SchoolPrimary SchoolPrimary School    

    

Opening School MassOpening School MassOpening School MassOpening School Mass    
    

Friday, 23rd February 2018 Friday, 23rd February 2018 Friday, 23rd February 2018 Friday, 23rd February 2018     
    

at 9.30amat 9.30amat 9.30amat 9.30am    
    

St. Brendan’s ChurchSt. Brendan’s ChurchSt. Brendan’s ChurchSt. Brendan’s Church    
    

Our theme this year is “Give thanks with a Grateful heart” 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Families & parishioners are invited to join us for  

this special celebration. 
 

All Parents are welcome to attend  
morning tea in the School staffroom directly afterwards. 

 
All students to wear their full summer uniform. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

NOTRE	DAME	/	ST	BRENDANS	CRICKET	SCORES	
	

Under	14s:	

Notre	Dame	/	St	Brendans	88	(W	Browne	13)	vs	Northerners			

	

Under	12s	A	Grade:	

Numurkah	106	(T	Huffer	2/15	L	Hetherton	1/3		R	Duffy	1/4		S	Holland	1/10			

H	Baker		1/12		L	Prior	1/12)	def	by	Notre	Dame	/St	Brendans	3/116	(L	Prior	19*		E	Beck	18*		R	Duffy	17*		B	

Clune	13*		T	Huffer	11*)		

	

Under	12s	B	Grade:	

Mooroopna	4/51	(B	Arnold	1/6		G	Boyd	1/7)	def	by	Notre	Dame	/	St	Brendans	4/96	(Z	Daldy	21*	J	Murphy	

12*		B	Arnold	11*)			



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

DATE Event 

Tuesday, 13th February Shrove Tuesday—Pancake Day 

Wednesday, 14th February Ash Wednesday—Mass at 9.15am 

 
Queen’s Baton Relay Visit  

(Baton Handover) 
2.21pm—2.26pm 

Monday, 19th February Staff PD (STUDENT FREE DAY) 

Friday, 23rd February Opening School Mass—9.30am 

Friday, 1st March Welcome Night  

Wednesday 7th March Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Thursday, 8th March Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Monday, 12th March Labour Day Holiday 

Wednesday, 14th March School Photo’s 

Monday, 19th March to  
Wednesday 21st March Year 5 Camp—Harrietville 

Wednesday, 21st March Harmony Day 

Tuesday, 27th March Unveiling of William Cooper Statue 

Thursday, 29th March End of Term—2.20pm finish 

Friday, 30th March Good Friday 

Monday, 16th April First day of Term 2 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS—2018 


